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China's  1999/2000  total  wheat,  corn,  and  rice  (rough  basis)  harvest  is  expected  to  exceed  430  million 
tons  for  the  third  time  in  four  years.  Despite  a  drought  in  parts  of  the  North  China  Plain  and 
excessive  rainfall  in  the  Yantze  River  Valley,  strong  yields  are  expected  for  all  major  grains  in 
1999/2000.  The  bumper  crops  will  put  additional  pressure  on  domestic  grain  prices  and  storage 
facilities  in  China. 
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This  report  uses  information  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Services’  global  network  of  agricultural 
attaches  and  counselors;  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  other  foreign  source  materials; 
and  the  results  of  economic  and  satellite  imagery  analysis.  Estimates  of  foreign  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  and  are  reviewed 
by  USDA’s  Inter-Agency  Commodity  Estimates  Committees.  Estimates  of  U.S.  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  USDA’s  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Numbers  within  the  report 
may  not  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding.  This  report  reflects  official  USD  A  estimates  released  in 
the  World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE-354),  SeptemberlO,  1999. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS/USD  A. 

The  next  issue  of  World  Agricultural  Production  will  be  released  after 
3:00  p.m.  Eastern  time  on  October  12,  1999. 
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Metric  tons  to  bushels 
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Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
MT  *  39.36825 
MT  *  45.929625 
MT  *  68.894438 


Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT  *  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USD  A)  prohibits  discrimination  in  all  its  programs  and 
activities  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  gender,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs, 
sexual  orientation,  and  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.) 
Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of  program  information 
(Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA’s  TARGET  Center  at  (202)  720-2600 
(voice  and  TDD). 


To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USD  A,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W, 
Whitten  Building,  14th  &  Independence  Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  D.C.  20250-9410  or  call 
(202)720-5964  (voice  or  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  opportunity  provider  and  employer. 

Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USDA 
2 


September  1999 


For  further  information,  contact:  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Foreign  Agriculture  Service 
Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division 
Ag  Box  1045,  Room  6053,  South  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20250-1045 
Telephone:  (202)  720-0888 
Fax:  (202)  720-8880 


CIRCULAR  PUBLICATION 


Circular  Coordinator 

Scott  Thompson 

202-720-0873 

thompsons@fas.usda.gov 

Word  Processing 

Mary  Jackson 

202-720-0888 

jacksonma@fas.usda.gov 

Data  Base  Manager 

Cover  Graphics 

Mamet  Whittington 

202-720-0886 

whittington@fas  .usda.gov 

and  Data  Reliability 

Theresa  Wright 

202-720-8887 

wrightt@fas.usda.gov 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Division  Director 

Allen  Vandergriff 

202-720-0888 

vandergriff@fas  .usda.gov 

Administrative  Assistant 

Mary  Jackson 

202-720-0888 

jacksonma@fas.usda.gov 

Deputy  Director 

Scott  Thompson 

202-720-0873 

thompsons@fas  .usda.gov 

COMMODITY  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION 

Cotton  Chairperson 

Ron  Roberson 

202-720-0879 

roberson@fas.usda.gov 

Grain  Chairperson 

Timothy  Rocke 

202-720-1572 

rocke@fas.usda.gov 

Oilseeds  Chairperson 

Paul  Provance 

202-720-0881 

provance@fas  .usda.gov 

COUNTRY  AND  REGION  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION 

Argentina,  Brazil,  and  Paraguay 

Rao  Achutuni/ 

202-690-0140 

achutuni@fas.usda.gov 

Maria  Anulacion 

202-690-0139 

anulacionm@fas.usda.gov 

Australia,  Bangladesh, 

India,  and  Pakistan 

Jim  Crutchfield 

202-690-0135 

crutchfield@fas.usda.gov 

Canada,  Southeast  Asia, 

and  Western  Europe 

Suzanne  Miller 

202-720-0882 

millers@fas.usda.gov 

China,  Koreas,  Japan, 

and  southern  Africa 

Paulette  Sandene 

202-690-0133 

sandene@fas.usda.gov 

Eastern  Europe  and  North  Africa 

Bryan  Purcell 

202-690-0138 

purcellb@fas.usda.gov 

Former  Soviet  Union 

Mark  L indeman 

202-690-0143 

lindeman@fas.usda.gov 

Mexico  and  Central  America 

Ron  White 

202-690-0137 

whiter@fas .  usda .  gov 

Middle  East 

Vacant 

202-690-0134 

United  States 

Vacant 

202-690-0138 

United  States  and  Int’l  Weather 

Carl  Gemazio 

202-690-0136 

gemazio@fas  .usda.gov 

WEB  SITES  OF  INTEREST 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  at  http://vvYvw.fas. usda.gov 

FAS  Weekly  Weather  Maps  at  http ://www.  fas . usda.  gov/pecad/weatherAveekly . htinl 

National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  at  http://www.usda.nass .gov 

World  Agricultural  Outlook  Board  at  h ttp : //wvvw. usda. gov/ oce/waob 

Economic  Research  Service  at  http://www.econ. ag.gov 

Joint  Agricultural  Weather  Facility  at  http://www.usda.fiOv/ oce/waob/iawf 


September  1999 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USDA 
3 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


SUBJECT  PAGE 


PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 

China:  Com  Production  Down  Due  to  Unfavorable  Weather . 6 

Canada:  Favorable  Weather  Resurrects  Wheat  and  Rapeseed  Output  . 6 

Argentina:  Higher  Area  Raises  Wheat  Output . 6 

Mexico:  Com  and  Sorghum  Increased  Due  to  Favorable  Weather . 7 

EU-15:  Wheat  and  Coarse  Grain  Production  Drop  . 7 

Australia:  Barley  Area  and  Production  Forecast  Falls  . 7 

Ukraine:  Private  Sector  Raises  Barley  Output . 8 

India:  Coarse  Grain  Output  Reduced  Due  to  Dry  Weather  . 8 

Brazil:  Rice  Crop  Drops  Due  to  Lower  Area . 8 

Thailand:  Rice  Production  Rises  on  Revised  Statistics  from  Ministry . 8 

India:  Poor  Monsoon  Rains  Diminish  Peanut  Production . 9 

Germany:  Harvest  Completed  on  Record  Rapeseed  Crop  . 9 

Pakistan:  Cotton  Estimated  Higher . 9 

Uzbekistan:  Cotton  Yields  Cut  Due  to  Unfavorable  Weather,  Locust  Damage  . 9 

India:  Cotton  Area  Is  Reduced  Due  to  Adverse  Seeding  Conditions  . 10 

TABLES 

Table  1.  U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production  . 11 

Table  2.  World  Crop  Production  Summary . 12 

Table  3.  Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 13 

Table  4.  Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 14 

Table  5.  Com  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions . 15 

Table  6.  Barley  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 16 

Table  7.  Oats  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 17 

Table  8.  Rye  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 18 

Table  9.  Sorghum  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 19 

Table  10.  Rice  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 20 

Table  11.  Total  Oilseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 21 


September  1999  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USD  A 

4 


SUBJECT 


PAGE 


Table  12.  Soybean  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 22 

Table  13.  Cottonseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 23 

Table  14.  Peanut  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 24 

Table  15.  Sunflowerseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 25 

Table  16.  Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 26 

Table  17.  Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 27 

Table  18.  Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 28 

Table  19.  Reliability  of  September  Production  Projections  . 29 

MAPS 

Map  1.  World  Agricultural  Weather  Highlights . 30 

Map  2.  September  Normal  Crop  Calendar  . 31 

Map  3.  October  Normal  Crop  Calendar  . 32 

Map  4.  Former  Soviet  Union  (Western)  Weather  and  Crop  Developments . 35 

Map  5.  China  Weather  and  Crop  Highlights  . 36 

WEATHER  BRIEFS 

Australia:  Conditions  Remain  Generally  Favorable  for  Winter  Grain  Development . 33 

Argentina:  Late  August  Rains  Benefitted  Germinating  Wheat  . 33 

India:  Drought  Continues  in  the  West  . 33 

FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 

China  Grain  Situation  . 37 

1999/2000  World  Coarse  Grain  Production  Lowest  Since  1995/96  .  40 

FEATURE  CHARTS 

Chart  1.  China  Wheat,  Rice,  and  Com  Production  .  . . 39 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USD  A 
5 


September  1999 


PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


CHINA:  CORN  PRODUCTION  DOWN 

DUE  TO  UNFAVORABLE  WEATHER 

China’s  1999/2000  com  crop  is  reduced  this 
month  to  125.0  million  tons,  down  3.0  million 
or  2  percent  from  last  month  and  down  6 
percent  from  last  year’s  revised  crop.  Area  is 
lowered  slightly  to  25.1  million  hectares  and 
yield  is  projected  down  to  4.98  tons  per 
hectare  due  to  unfavorable  weather  in  several 
corn-growing  provinces  during  August. 
Southern  and  southwest  China  had  excessive 
rainfall  and  cloudiness,  and  local  flooding  is 
reported  in  the  lower  Yangtze  River  valley. 
Dry  weather  continued  to  affect  com  in  parts 
of  the  North  China  Plain  and  Liaoning 
Province  during  the  month.  However,  crop 
conditions  were  very  good  in  Heilongjiang  and 
Jilin,  and  moderate  rainfall  in  mid-August 
brought  drought  relief  to  Shandong,  Anhui, 
and  Jiangsu  provinces  in  northern  China.  The 
estimate  for  the  1 998/99  com  crop  was  revised 
upward  to  a  record  133  million  tons. 

CANADA:  FAVORABLE  WEATHER 
RESURRECTS  WHEAT  AND  RAPESEED 

OUTPUT 

Canada's  1999/2000  wheat  production  is 
estimated  at  25.0  million  tons,  up  1.5  million 
from  last  month  and  2  percent  higher  than  last 
year.  Wheat  yield  is  forecast  to  match  the 
1996/97  record  at  2.43  tons  per  hectare,  up  7 
percent  from  last  month  as  favorable  summer 
weather  aided  crop  development  and  offset  the 
delay  caused  by  late  planting.  USDA’s  yield 
estimate  matches  Statistics  Canada,  which 
released  a  crop  report  on  August  26  with  the 
results  of  the  July  crop  yield  survey.  Wheat 
area  is  forecast  to  remain  at  10.3  million 


hectares,  the  same  as  last  month  but  down  5 
percent  from  last  year. 

Canada's  rapeseed  production  is  estimated  at 
8.3  million  tons,  up  1.0  million  from  last 
month  and  up  9  percent  from  last  year.  Crop 
yield  is  forecast  at  a  record  1.48  tons  per 
hectare,  up  14  percent  from  last  month 
because  of  favorable  weather.  Rapeseed  area 
is  forecast  to  remain  at  5.6  million  hectares, 
the  same  as  last  month  and  up  3  percent  from 
last  year.  Area  forecasts  for  all  crops  were 
dampened  early  in  the  season  owing  to 
excessive  moisture,  which  caused  planting 
delays  that  left  crops  in  many  areas  of  the 
prairies  two  to  four  weeks  behind  normal 
development.  Furthermore,  cool  wet  weather 
in  early  summer  raised  concerns  that  an  early 
frost  could  damage  overall  production.  The 
first  freeze  in  the  prairies  usually  occurs  in 
early  September.  However,  nearly  ideal 
warmth  and  dryness  in  August  accelerated 
crop  development  such  that  frost  is  no  longer 
a  serious  threat  to  yields.  There  are  still 
concerns  about  frost,  but  at  this  point  a  frost 
would  not  greatly  reduce  the  quantity  of  the 
crop,  but  may  significantly  reduce  crop  quality. 


ARGENTINA:  HIGHER  AREA  RAISES 

WHEAT  OUTPUT 

Argentina’s  1999/2000  wheat  production  is 
estimated  at  12.7  million  tons,  up  0.4  million 
from  last  month  and  up  15  percent  from  last 
season’s  revised  output.  Harvested  area  is 
estimated  at  5.5  million  hectares,  up  0.3 
million  from  last  month  and  up  12  percent 
from  last  year.  As  of  late-August,  planting 
was  virtually  complete,  according  to  the 
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Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  weather  and 
planting  conditions  have  been  generally 
favorable  to  date;  however,  light  frost  in  late 
August  across  central  and  southern  Buenos 
Aires  and  La  Pampa  burnt  back  very  early 
vegetative  growth.  Yield  is  unchanged  this 
month  at  2.34  tons  per  hectare  and  is  slightly 
below  the  1998/99  crop  as  less  fertilizer  is 
being  used  which  will  restrict  potential  yield. 

MEXICO:  CORN  AND  SORGHUM 

INCREASED  DUE  TO  FAVORABLE 

WEATHER 

Mexico’s  1999/2000  com  production  is 
increased  0.5  million  tons  this  month  to  19.0 
million  based  on  favorable  weather  and  an 
increase  in  area,  mostly  for  the  main  season 
crop.  Over  80  percent  of  the  total  crop  is 
produced  during  the  May  to  December  season; 
while  the  second  crop  will  be  planted  in  the 
northwest  during  the  autumn  and  harvested  in 
the  spring  of  2000.  Generally,  favorable 
weather  has  supported  yield  this  season.  In 
addition,  the  1998/99  com  crop  is  revised  0.3 
million  tons  higher  to  17.8  million  due  to  an 
increase  in  area  and  a  better  than  expected 
second  crop.  The  1999/2000  sorghum 
production  is  increased  to  6.2  million  tons,  up 
0.2  million  from  last  month,  but  down 
marginally  from  last  year’s  revised  estimate. 
About  two-thirds  of  the  total  sorghum  crop  is 
produced  during  the  main  season. 

EU-15:  WHEAT  AND  COARSE  GRAIN 

PRODUCTION  DROP 

The  EU- 1 5  wheat  production  for  1 999/2000  is 
estimated  at  96.4  million  tons,  down  slightly 
from  last  month  and  7  percent  below  last  year. 
Harvested  area  is  reduced  marginally  from  last 
month  and  down  1  percent  from  1998/99  at 
16.9  million  hectares.  This  year’s  growing 


season  could  not  match  the  record  yield  of  last 
season,  falling  from  6.05  tons  per  hectare  to 
5.69  tons.  The  decreased  wheat  production 
estimate  in  France  from  38.5  million  tons  to 
37.0  million  is  based  on  initial  harvest  results 
and  is  mainly  responsible  for  the  overall  drop 
in  the  EU-15  wheat  estimate.  The  decrease  is 
partly  offset  by  estimated  yield  increases  in 
Germany  causing  production  to  rise  from  19.0 
million  tons  to  19.6  million  and  in  United 
Kingdom  as  output  climbed  from  14.5  million 
tons  to  15.0  million. 

Coarse  grain  production  decreased  slightly  to 
101.4  million  tons  this  month,  down  0.8 
million  from  last  month  and  down  3  percent 
from  last  year.  Overall,  EU  production  is 
down  as  reductions  in  the  barley  and  oats 
crops  more  than  offset  a  slight  increase  in  com 
output.  Barley  production  is  estimated  at  48.6 
million  tons,  down  0.7  million  from  last  month 
due  mainly  to  a  decreases  in  Spain  and 
Finland;  oats,  6.2  million  tons,  down  0.3  from 
last  month  due  to  a  decrease  in  Finland;  and 
com,  35.8  million  tons,  up  0.1  million  from 
last  month. 


AUSTRALIA:  BARLEY  AREA  AND 

PRODUCTION  FORECAST  FALLS 

Australian  barley  production  for  1999/2000  is 
estimated  at  4.7  million  tons,  down  6  percent 
or  0.3  million  tons  from  last  month’s  estimate 
due  to  a  decrease  in  area.  The  latest  harvested 
area  is  estimated  at  2.5  million  hectares,  down 
from  last  month’s  2.65  million  based  on  an 
August  31  crop  report  from  Australia’s 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Resource  and 
Economics  (ABARE).  This  is  the  smallest 
barley  area  in  four  years  with  last  year’s  area 
pegged  at  3.0  million  hectares.  A  glut  of 
domestic  feed  grain  supplies  and  a  poor  export 
price  outlook  due  to  aggressive  EU  subsidies 
have  resulted  in  less  barley  being  planted  this 
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year.  The  weather  over  much  of  the  grain 
growing  regions  have  seen  adequate  rainfall 
amounts  with  exception  of  South  Australia 
where  dry  areas  continue  to  be  a  problem. 
Barley  yield  for  Australia  is  projected  to  be 
1.88  tons  per  hectare,  up  4  percent  from  last 
season. 

UKRAINE:  PRIVATE  SECTOR  RAISES 

BARLEY  OUTPUT 

Ukraine’s  1999/2000  barley  production  is 
estimated  at  6.0  million  tons,  up  1.0  million 
from  last  month  and  up  marginally  from  last 
year.  The  increase  is  based  on  a  larger-than- 
expected  harvest  from  the  private  sector. 
Between  1995  and  1998,  the  private  sector  in 
Ukraine  was  responsible  for  an  estimated  9  to 
1 1  percent  of  total  grain  production,  roughly 
3.0  to  3.5  million  tons.  Preliminary  harvest 
results  this  season  indicate  that  wheat  and 
barley  output  from  the  private  sector  could 
jump  by  approximately  1.5  million  tons  due 
largely  to  high  export  potential.  Unfavorable 
weather  and  harvest  delays  resulted  in  barley 
yield  estimated  at  1.71  tons  per  hectares, 
slightly  above  last  year,  but  17  percent  below 
the  5 -year  average. 

INDIA:  COARSE  GRAIN  OUTPUT 

REDUCED  DUE  TO  DRY  WEATHER 

India’s  1999/2000  coarse  grain  production 
estimates  are  lowered  this  month  based  on 
monsoon  activity.  The  larger  producing 
regions  of  com,  sorghum,  and  millet 
experienced  an  extended  dry  spell  and  is  now 
expected  to  have  a  moderate  affect  on  the 
coarse  grain  yields.  The  major  growing 
regions  in  the  states  of  Rajasthan,  Madhya 
Pradesh,  and  Bihar  have  received  only  50  to 
70  percent  of  the  normal  monsoon  rainfall 
amounts  as  of  early  September.  Com 


production  is  estimated  at  10.5  million  tons, 
down  from  last  month’s  estimate  of  11.0 
million;  sorghum  production  at  9.0  million 
tons,  down  from  10.0  million;  and  millet 
production  at  9.5  million  tons,  down  from  10.3 
million.  The  rainfall  pattern  during  September 
will  be  a  significant  determinant  on  final 
production  levels. 

BRAZIL:  RICE  CROP  DROPS  DUE  TO 

LOWER  AREA 

Brazil’s  1999/2000  rice  area  and  production 
are  lowered  based  on  preliminary  forecasts  of 
planting  intentions.  Rice  production  forecast 
is  reduced  from  7.4  million  tons  (milled  basis) 
to  7.2  million,  down  3  percent  from  last 
month.  Harvested  area  is  forecast  to  fall  from 
4.0  million  hectares  to  3.8  million  hectares, 
down  3  percent  from  last  month,  but  up  4 
percent  from  last  season.  The  decrease  in  area 
this  month  is  attributed  to  lack  of  available 
credit  for  farmers,  increased  production  costs 
associated  with  the  devaluation  of  the  Real, 
and  lower  domestic  prices  for  rice  driven  by 
excess  production  in  Brazil,  Argentina  and 
Uruguay.  Rice  plantings  begin  in  October. 

THAILAND:  RICE  PRODUCTION  RISES 

ON  REVISED  STATISTICS  FROM 

MINISTRY 

Thailand’s  rice  production  rose  this  month  on 
both  favorable  main  season  rainfall  and  in  light 
of  new  official  past  years’  statistics  from  the 
Thai  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Milled  rice 
production  for  1999/2000  rose  0.7  million  tons 
from  last  month  to  15.4  million  tons,  an 
increase  of  2  percent  from  last  year’s  revised 
output  of  15.1  million.  The  increase  in 
production  is  mainly  due  to  increased  area,  up 
0.5  million  hectares  to  9.8  million. 
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INDIA:  POOR  MONSOON  RAINS 

DIMINISH  PEANUT  PRODUCTION 

Groundnut  conditions  have  improved  slightly 
during  the  past  month  in  Andrah  Pradesh  but 
remain  poor  in  Gujarat.  Indian  peanut 
production  for  1 999/2000  is  estimated  lower 
at  6.9  million  tons,  down  from  8.0  million 
tons.  Area  remains  at  8.0  million  hectares. 
The  decrease  is  the  result  of  a  weak  monsoon 
and  resulting  dryness  in  the  major  groundnut 
growing  regions  of  Gujarat  and  southern 
Andhra  Pradesh.  The  main  Gujarat  growing 
region  of  Saurashtra  has  received  only  40 
percent  of  normal  rainfall  during  the  current 
monsoon  for  the  period  up  to  August  25  thus 
creating  very  dry  conditions  in  this 
predominantly  rain  fed  area.  The  current  crop 
is  reported  to  be  at  flowering  and  pod 
formation  stages  and  susceptible  to  moisture 
stress.  Rainfall  levels  during  September  will 
be  a  significant  determinant  of  final  production 
levels. 


GERMANY:  HARVEST  COMPLETED 

ON  RECORD  RAPESEED  CROP 

Germany’s  completed  rapeseed  harvest  shows 
an  estimated  record  production  of  4.0  million 
tons,  up  14  percent  from  last  month’s  3.5 
million  ton  estimate  and  up  22  percent  from 
last  year’s  3.3  million  ton  harvest.  Area  was 
unchanged  from  last  month  at  a  record  1.2 
million  hectares,  but  increased  14  percent  from 
last  season’s  1.0  million  hectares.  Estimated 
yield  this  season  is  also  a  record  at  3.48  million 
tons  per  hectare,  up  7  percent  from  last  year’s 
3.25  yield.  Yield  estimates  were  revised 
upward  following  information  released  by  the 
German  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  favorable 
weather  during  the  growing  season. 


PAKISTAN:  COTTON  ESTIMATED 

HIGHER 

Pakistan’s  cotton  production  for  1999/2000  is 
estimated  at  7.2  million  bales,  up  0.2  million 
from  last  month  and  up  0.9  million  from  last 
year’s  weather  and  insect  reduced  crop.  The 
increase  is  based  largely  on  good  growing 
weather  and  the  absence  of  major  pest 
problems,  thus  far.  Weather  through  the  end 
of  August  generally  has  been  favorable. 
Except  the  May  cyclone  in  the  lower  Sindh, 
which  damaged  or  destroyed  about  50,000 
hectares  of  cotton,  no  other  weather-related 
problems  have  been  reported.  Irrigation 
supplies  are  adequate  and  monsoon  rains  have 
been  widespread  and  well  spaced  since  mid- 
July.  Rainfall  has  helped  to  control  white  fly 
populations.  However,  some  pockets  of 
bollworm  infestations  were  reported.  Rains 
have  helped  to  keep  day  time  temperatures 
around  normal  levels.  Pesticide  supplies  are 
reported  to  be  adequate.  Weather  and  insect 
infestation  levels  in  September  and  into  early 
October  will  be  major  determinants  of  the  final 
output. 

UZBEKISTAN:  COTTON  YIELDS  CUT 

DUE  TO  UNFAVORABLE  WEATHER. 

LOCUST  DAMAGE 

Cotton  production  for  1999/2000  is  estimated 
at  4.8  million  bales,  down  from  the  5.0  million 
last  month,  but  up  from  the  4.6  million  last 
year.  According  to  the  U.S.  Agricultural 
Counselor,  yield  potential  has  been  reduced 
because  of  unfavorable  weather  and  some 
locust  damage.  An  estimated  0.5  million 
hectares  were  replanted  due  to  heavy  spring 
rains,  but  subsequent  wetter  and  cooler  than 
normal  conditions  retarded  crop  development. 
Local  sources  reported  that  locusts  have 
damaged  0.2  million  hectares  of  cotton  in  the 
southern  growing  region.  However,  the  U.S. 
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Agricultural  Counselor  says  that  the  extent  of 
locust  damage  is  difficult  to  set.  The 
government  maintains  that  spraying  and  other 
measures  have  effectively  reduced  damage, 
while  other  observers  believe  that  locusts  have 
had  and  will  continue  to  have  a  negative 
impact  on  production. 

INDIA:  COTTON  AREA  IS  REDUCED 

DUE  TO  ADVERSE  SEEDING 

CONDITIONS 

Cotton  production  for  1 999/2000  is  forecast  at 
12.1  million  480  pound-bales.  This  is  a 
reduction  of  550,000  bales  from  last  month’s 
12.65  million  and  a  700,000  bale  reduction 
from  last  year’s  production  of  12.8  million. 
The  1999/2000  area  is  estimated  at  8.7  million 


hectares,  a  drop  of  300,000  hectares  from 
lastyear  due  to  weak  monsoonal  rains.  Dry 
conditions  during  the  planting  windows  in 
Gujarat,  Karnataka,  and  Andhra  Pradesh 
contributed  to  the  decrease  in  area  this  season. 
Gujarat’s  cotton  areas  are  the  most  affected 
with  most  of  the  area  drop  occurring  in  this 
state  as  the  dryness  has  continued  during  the 
monsoon  season.  In  past  seasons,  Gujarat  has 
contributed  nearly  30  percent  of  India’s  total 
cotton  production.  Due  to  the  decline  in  area 
and  crop  stress,  Gujarat  is  expected  to 
contribute  only  20  percent  of  the  crop  this 
season.  The  rainfed  areas  of  the  central  and 
southern  states  will  require  a  second  round  of 
monsoon  rains  in  early  September  to  sustain 
current  progress.  Another  contributing  factor 
to  the  area  decrease  is  a  slight  shift  from 
cotton  to  other  crops  in  the  northern  states. 


September  1999 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  4 

Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  5 

Corn  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  6 

Barley  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  15 

Sunflowerseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  16 

Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Production 

Change  in  Production 

Country/Region 

1997/98 

Prel. 

1998/99 

1999/00  Proj. 
Aug.  Sept. 

From  last  month 

From  last  year 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

5.45 

4.67 

5.59 

5.44 

-0.15 

-2.69 

0.77 

16.40 

Philippines 

2.37 

1.55 

2.30 

2.15 

-0.15 

-6.52 

0.60 

38.71 

Indonesia 

1.29 

1.30 

1.45 

1.45 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

11.54 

India 

0.68 

0.70 

0.73 

0.73 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

3.57 

Mexico 

0.20 

0.21 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.01 

-4.25 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.21 

0.20 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.62 

0.62 

0.62 

0.62 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

5.13 

5.76 

6.12 

6.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.36 

6.30 

Malaysia 

2.50 

2.86 

3.00 

3.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.14 

4.90 

Indonesia 

1.48 

1.71 

1.89 

1.89 

0.00 

0.00 

0.18 

10.53 

Nigeria 

0.33 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Cote  d’Ivoire 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

4.23 

Colombia 

0.08 

0.09 

0.09 

0.09 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3.41 

Thailand 

0.11 

0.09 

0.12 

0.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

25.00 

Zaire 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

8.33 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.49 

0.51 

0.52 

0.52 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.15 

PALM  OIL 

World 

17.07 

19.32 

20.60 

20.60 

0.00 

0.00 

1.28 

6.62 

Malaysia 

8.51 

9.75 

10.20 

10.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.45 

4.62 

Indonesia 

5.00 

5.80 

6.40 

6.40 

0.00 

0.00 

0.60 

10.34 

Nigeria 

0.65 

0.76 

0.80 

0.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

5.26 

Cote  d’Ivoire 

0.33 

0.34 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.94 

Colombia 

0.42 

0.47 

0.48 

0.48 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

3.23 

Thailand 

0.47 

0.40 

0.50 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

25.00 

Zaire 

0.13 

0.14 

0.15 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

7.41 

Ecuador 

0.23 

0.23 

0.23 

0.23 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

1.34 

1.44 

1.50 

1.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

3.75 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  18-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  September 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  September  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
10.7  million  tons  (2.0  percent)  and  ranged  from  -30.7  to  13.1  million  tons.  The 
September  projection  has  been  below  the  final  10  times  and  above  the  final  8  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


r 


COMMODITY  AND 

REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

1998/99  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest  Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

—Million  metric  tons — 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

2.0 

10.7 

-30.7 

13.1 

10 

8 

U.S. 

1.1 

0.7 

-1.4 

2.5 

7 

11 

Foreign 

2.3 

10.5 

-30.9 

12.0 

10 

8 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

1.5 

12.8 

-39.4 

20.7 

13 

5 

U.S. 

3.9 

8.7 

-21.5 

26.0 

12 

6 

Foreign 

1.7 

9.7 

-23.3 

17.1 

11 

7 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.2 

7.2 

-24.1 

3.4 

16 

2 

U.S. 

4.5 

0.2 

-0.5 

0.4 

10 

7 

Foreign 

2.2 

7.2 

-24.4 

3.6 

16 

2 

SOYBEANS 

World 

3.1 

3.5 

-9.3 

4.7 

11 

7 

U.S. 

4.5 

2.6 

-5.5 

4.6 

9 

9 

Foreign 

5.4 

3.0 

-10.0 

4.6 

9 

9 

—Million  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

3.5 

2.9 

-10.9 

9.5 

10 

8 

U.S. 

4.7 

0.7 

-1.9 

2.4 

10 

7 

Foreign 

4.1 

2.8 

-11.2 

9.8 

9 

9 

UNITED  STATES 

- 1\ 

\/lillion  bushels - 

CORN 

4.2 

316 

-846 

885 

12 

6 

SORGHUM 

4.8 

32 

-69 

81 

9 

8 

BARLEY 

2.8 

12 

-29 

36 

8 

10 

OATS 

5.6 

14 

-19 

44 

4 

13 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1997/98  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  18  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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MAP  2 


September  Normal  Crop  Calendar 
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MAP  3 


_ October  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


South  Asia 
Oilseeds:  Filling 
Cotton:  Flowering* 


East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Harvesting 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Filling  (Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Filling  (Ethiopia) 
Minor  Grains:  Planting 


Canada 
Com:  Maturing 


United  States 
Com,  Soybeans, 

&  Cotton:  Harvesting 


Mexico 
Com  &  Sorghum:  Harvesting 


Europe 

Com  &  Sugaibeets:  Harvesting 
Cotton:  Harvesting  (Spain,  Greece) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers,  & 

Sugarbeets:  Harvesting 
Cotton:  Harvesting  (Central  Asia) 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Cotton:  Harvesting 


Brazil 

Cotton  &  Soybeans:  Planting 
Coffee:  Blooming 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Argentina 

Com  &  Cotton:  Planting 


China 

Com,  Cotton,  & 
Soybeans:  Harvesting 
Single  Rice:  Harvesting 
'  Late  Rice:  Maturing 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 

Harvesting  (Sahel) 
Secondary:  Vegetative 
(coast) 

Cocoa:  Harvesting 


Southern  Africa 
Com:  Planting 


Southeast  Asia 
•J  Rice:  Maturing 
Com:  Harvesting 


Australia 
Cotton  &  Sorghum: 

Planting 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


Argentina 

Wheat:  Heading  to  Filling* 

Southern  Africa 
Wheat:  Filling 

Australia 

Wheat:  Heading  to 
Maturing* 

W 

*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 


September  1999 


32 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div,  PAS,  USDA 


WEATHER  BRIEFS 


Australia:  Conditions  Remain  Generally 

Favorable  For  Winter  Grain  Development 

During  August  1999,  widespread  showers 
benefitted  vegetative  winter  crops  throughout 
the  west  and  southeast  of  Australia.  Due  to 
frequent  weekly  rainfall,  winter  grain 
conditions,  for  the  most  part  in  the  southeast 
and  west  are  favorable.  The  heaviest  rains  in 
this  region,  fell  in  sections  of  southern  New 
South  Wales  and  the  lightest  rainfall  was 
recorded  in  the  driest  areas  of  northwestern 
Victoria  and  northern  extreme  growing  area 
of  southeast  South  Australia.  In  early 
September,  wheat  and  barley  are  in  the  tillering 
stage-  to-early  jointing  in  the  south  and  west 
and  early  maturation  and  harvest  in 
northernmost  growing  areas  of  Queensland. 

Argentina:  Late  August  Rains  Benefitted 

Germinating  Wheat 

During  the  week  of  August  22  -  28,  1999, 
much  needed  rain  (5  -  20  millimeters)  boosted 
topsoil  moisture  for  germinating  and 
vegetative  wheat  across  the  main  wheat 
regions  of  central  Argentina.  Higher  amounts 
(20  -  35  millimeters)  fell  in  central  Buenos 
Aires.  But,  little  or  no  rain  fell  in  La  Pampa. 
Prior  to  this  rainfall,  dry  weather  prevailed 
across  this  area,  causing  concerns  for  a  good 
start  to  the  wheat  growing  season.  Typically, 
the  wheat  growing  areas  of  Argentina  receive 
about  10  millimeters  of  rainfall  per  week 
during  mid- August.  Light  to  moderate  rain  (5 
-  22  millimeters)  fell  again  during  the  week  of 
August  29  through  September  4,  providing 
beneficial  moisture  for  germinating  and 
vegetative  wheat  across  the  major  wheat  areas 
of  southern  Buenos  Aires.  Dry  weather 
returned  to  southern  Cordoba  and  southern 
Sante  Fe,  after  the  prior  week’s  beneficial 


rainfall.  Rain  is  still  needed  for  wheat 
germination  and  establishment  in  these  areas. 
According  to  reports  as  of  August  27, 
Argentine  wheat  planting  was  98  percent 
complete,  compared  to  97  percent  complete 
last  year. 

India:  Drought  Continues  In  The  West 

During  August,  1999,  the  southwest  monsoon 
continued  to  be  unusually  weak  across 
Pakistan  and  northwestern  India.  As  a  result, 
unseasonable  warmth  and  dryness  worsened 
drought  conditions  over  important  oilseed, 
coarse  grain,  and  cotton  areas  of  western 
India.  During  the  week  of  August  22  -  28,  the 
dryness  covered  major  growing  areas  from 
Pakistan  and  north-central  India  to 
Maharashstra,  including  soybean  areas  of 
western  Madhya  Pradesh.  In  addition,  highs  in 
the  lower  to  middle  30's  degrees  C  intensified 
crop  stress  and  enhanced  evaporative  losses. 
Gujarat,  a  primary  groundnut  and  cotton 
producer,  has  likely  suffered  the  greatest 
losses  in  yield  potential  due  to  chronic  lack  of 
rainfall  since  mid- July.  However,  crops  in 
neighboring  states  (Rajasthan,  Madhya 
Pradesh,  and  Maharashtra)  have  also 
experienced  periods  of  stress,  requiring  an 
immediate  resumption  in  monsoon  rainfall  to 
avoid  significant  losses  in  summer  production 
potential.  On  a  positive  note,  showers  brought 
additional  relief  to  oilseed  and  cotton  areas  of 
Andhra  Pradesh,  improving  crop  prospects  and 
boosting  irrigation  levels  for  winter 
production.  During  August  29  through 
September  4,  hot,  dry  weather  persisted  over 
the  western  Indian  state  of  Gujarat,  placing 
additional  stress  on  groundnuts  and  cotton. 
High  temperatures  reached  the  middle  30's 
degrees  C  on  a  daily  basis,  exacerbating  the 
effects  of  the  drought  on  moisture  supplies. 
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Drier-than-normal  weather  also  continued  over 
nearby  locations  in  the  northwest  (Rajasthan, 
Punjab,  and  Haryana)  and  intensified  over  the 
southern  interior  (Maharashtra,  Karnataka, 
Andhra  Pradesh),  threatening  prospects  of 
rainfed  summer  crops.  However,  highly 
beneficial,  locally  heavy  rain  brought  some 
relief  to  the  soybean  belt  of  western  Madhya 


Pradesh.  In  addition,  showers  maintained 
mostly  favorable  moisture  levels  for  rice  from 
central  Madhya  Pradesh  eastward  through 
Bangledesh  and  India’s  eastern  states.  The 
southwest  monsoon  typically  begins  its 
seasonal  withdrawal  from  the  northwest  during 
early  September. 
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FORMER  SOVIET  UNION  (WESTERN) 


ESTONI 


ATVIA 


UKRAI 


BLACKSEA 


Northwest 

Reaion 


Central 

Region 


WET 


Central 
Black 
— Soils 


RUSSIA 


North 
Caucas 


Volga-Vyatsk 


Urals 


Volga 


Percent  of  Normal  Precipitation  for  August  1999 

CD  More  than  200  percent  of  normal  rainfall. 

CD  Less  than  50  percent  of  normal  rainfall. 

(usda/noaa  joint  Agricultural  Weather  Facility)  Based  on  preliminary  reports. 


WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 


September  10,  1999 


•  In  Russia,  frequent  showers  and  unseasonably  cool  weather  in  northern  crop 
areas  delayed  small  grain  harvesting  and  winter  grain  planting.  Light  to  moderate 
showers  form  August  23-27  in  southern  areas  eased  prolonged  dryness  but 
arrived  too  late  to  help  drought-stressed  summer  crops. 

•  In  Ukraine,  periodic  heat  and  dryness  in  southern  and  eastern  areas  allowed  rapid 
small  grain  harvesting  but  worsened  conditions  for  corn  and  sunflower  development. 
Since  early  September,  showers  favored  immature  crops  and  increased  topsoil 
moisture  for  planting  the  2000  winter  wheat  crop. 

•  In  Kazakstan,  precipitation  tapered  off  in  August,  favoring  spring  grain  maturation 
and  early  harvest  activities. 
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CHINA 


WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1999 

•  During  August,  drought  continued  across  the  North  China  Plain,  further  reducing  corn 
yield  prospects.  Rain  is  needed  for  the  upcoming  winter  wheat  planting  season. 
Across  the  North  China  Plain,  the  autumn  and  winter  seasons  are  typically  much  drier 
than  the  summer,  therefore  moisture  deficits  from  this  summer's  drought  will  likely 
remain  until  next  spring.  Near-normal  August  rainfall  increased  soil  moisture  for  filling 
summer  crops  in  Manchuria,  especially  in  Liaoning. 

•  Much  above-normal  August  rainfall  boosted  moisture  supplies  across  interior  southern 
China,  but  raised  quality  concerns  for  maturing  single-crop  rice. 
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CHINA  GRAIN  SITUATION 


China  is  expected  to  harvest  another  bumper 
grain  crop  in  1999/2000.  Total  grain  (defined 
as  wheat,  com,  rough  rice,  miscellaneous 
grains,  edible  beans,  and  tubers)  is  forecast  to 
exceed  500  million  tons  for  the  third  time  in 
four  years.  Total  grain  area  is  estimated  down 
slightly,  with  reductions  in  com  and  wheat 
area  offsetting  a  slight  increase  in  rice  area. 
Despite  a  drought  in  parts  of  the  North  China 
Plain  and  excessive  rainfall  in  central  China, 
near-record  yields  are  expected  for  rice  and 
wheat,  and  com  yields  are  expected  to  be 
above  average. 

Successive  bumper  crops  in  the  1990's  have 
answered  critics  who  wondered  if  China  would 
be  able  to  produce  enough  grain  to  feed  itself, 
but  the  achievement  has  come  at  a  high  cost  to 
the  Chinese  government.  To  encourage 
farmers  to  expand  grain  production  in  the  mid- 
1990's,  China  raised  the  procurement  price  for 
quota  grain  (which  the  farmer  is  obligated  to 
sell  to  the  Government)  and  promised  to 
purchase,  at  a  lower  price,  whatever  surplus 
grain  the  farmers  wanted  to  sell.  Among  the 
results  of  this  policy  were  huge  stocks  of  high- 
priced  government-owned  grain  (including 
large  amounts  of  poor  quality  wheat  and  early 
rice),  high  storage  costs,  larger  post-harvest 
losses  due  to  inadequate  storage  facilities,  and 
a  heavy  burden  of  debt.  China  adjusted  its 
grain  policy  in  1998  and  1999  to  address  some 
of  these  issues.  In  order  to  reduce  excess 
stocks  and  cut  costs,  China  lowered,  or  in 
some  cases  eliminated,  both  procurement 
prices  and  guaranteed  purchase  amounts.  The 
Government  also  decided  to  place  greater 
emphasis  on  improving  the  quality  of  grain 


output  rather  than  increasing  quantity.  It  has 
sharply  lowered  the  purchase  price  for  inferior 
types  of  wheat  and  early  (indica)  rice,  while 
offering  premium  prices  for  higher-quality 
varieties  of  grain.  These  reforms  could  result 
in  slightly  lower  production  in  2000/2001,  as 
farmers  react  to  lower  grain  profits  by  using 
fewer  inputs  and  reducing  area.  However, 
there  are  few  alternative  crops  in  many  regions 
where  surplus  grain  is  grown,  and  the  cost  of 
switching  to  other  crops  can  be  high. 

China’s  total  wheat  output  for  1999/2000  is 
estimated  at  1 15.0  million  tons,  up  5.0  million 
from  last  year,  but  down  8.3  million  from  the 
record  set  in  1997/98.  Earlier  this  year,  the 
Chinese  government  announced  that  1999 
summer  grain  output  (85  to  88  percent  winter 
wheat)  reached  118.5  million  tons,  the  second 
largest  crop  on  record.  Dry  weather  at 
planting  led  to  a  small  reduction  in  winter 
wheat  area,  and  a  serious  drought  affected 
much  of  the  crop  on  the  North  China  Plain 
throughout  the  winter  and  spring.  However, 
a  combination  of  efficient  crop  management, 
supplemental  irrigation,  timely  late-season 
rainfall  and  excellent  harvest  weather  enabled 
farmers  to  achieve  near-record  winter  wheat 
yields. 

Production  of  spring  wheat  (10  to  11  percent 
of  the  total  crop)  is  expected  to  drop  by  about 
8  percent  in  1999/2000  due  to  lower  estimated 
area.  The  weather  was  generally  favorable  in 
the  Northeast,  although  dryness  may  have 
affected  yields  in  Inner  Mongolia  and 
northwest  China.  Heavy  rainfall  in  mid- 
August  (harvest  period)  likely  caused  minor 
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yield  and  quality  reductions  in  Heilongjiang. 
The  Government  is  actively  discouraging  the 
production  of  spring  wheat  (used  mainly  as  a 
feed  grain)  and  area  is  likely  to  continue  to 
drop. 

China  is  expected  to  harvest  125.0  million  tons 
of  corn  in  1999/2000,  the  third-largest  crop  in 
history.  Area  is  estimated  down  slightly  to 

25.1  million  hectares,  as  area  reductions  in 
some  of  the  corn-surplus  provinces  in  northern 
China  were  partially  offset  by  increased  area  in 
the  south  and  west.  Yield  is  estimated  at  4.98 
tons  per  hectare,  down  about  5  percent  from 
last  year’s  record  yield.  The  weather  was  very 
favorable  this  year  in  the  Northeast,  where  38 
-  40  percent  of  the  crop  is  grown,  although 
parts  of  Jilin  and  Liaoning  were  drier  than 
normal  and  yields  may  have  been  affected.  On 
the  North  China  Plain  (36  -  38  percent), 
summer  rainfall  was  the  lowest  since  1 982  and 
soil  moisture  levels,  which  were  already 
depressed  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer, 
dropped  to  the  lowest  level  in  several  years. 
The  rainfall  pattern  in  July  1 999  was  similar  to 
1997,  when  a  serious  drought  caused  a  major 
reduction  in  corn  yields.  However, 
temperatures  were  milder  in  1999  and  the 
impact  on  corn  yield  was  less  severe  than  in 
1997.  Cloudiness  and  below-normal 
temperatures  may  have  delayed  corn 
development  in  southern  China,  a  minor  corn- 
producing  region,  and  excessive  rainfall  in 
June  and  August  caused  some  localized  flood 
losses  in  the  provinces  bordering  the  Yangtze 
River. 

China’s  1999/2000  nee  crop  is  estimated  at 

197.1  million  tons,  up  4.3  million  from  last 
year’s  flood-impacted  crop,  but  down  3.6 
million  from  the  record  set  in  1997/98.  Total 
rice  area  is  estimated  up  slightly  from  last  year, 


with  increased  single  and  late  rice  area 
offsetting  a  reported  2  percent  drop  in  early 
rice  area.  About  half  of  China’s  rice 
production  is  single  rice  (which  includes 
northern  rice);  the  other  half  is  divided  roughly 
equally  between  early  rice  and  late  rice. 
Planted  area  for  high-value  northern  rice 
(japonica)  has  increased  sharply  in  recently 
years,  while  early  rice  area  has  been  declining 
in  response  to  lower  prices.  Early  rice  (indica) 
stocks  are  reportedly  very  high,  and  the 
Government  has  begun  increasing  the 
procurement  prices  for  better  varieties  of 
middle  and  late  rice  in  order  to  discourage 
early  rice  production. 

The  weather  was  generally  favorable  for  the 
1999/2000  early  rice  crop,  and  production  is 
estimated  higher  than  last  year  despite  lower 
area.  Excessive  rainfall  and  local  flooding  in 
the  lower  Yangtze  River  Valley  may  have 
delayed  the  transplanting  and  development  of 
single  and  late  rice,  but  any  crop  losses  this 
year  were  minor  compared  to  1998/99,  when 
China  experienced  the  worst  flooding  in 
decades.  Heavy  rain  during  the  single  rice 
harvest  may  have  had  an  impact  on  yield  and 
quality.  Southern  China  has  been  cooler  and 
cloudier  than  normal  this  summer,  but 
seasonable  rainfall  has  provided  adequate 
moisture  for  the  late  rice  crop  and  typhoon 
damage  has  been  minimal.  Late  rice  yields  are 
expected  to  be  very  good. 


Paulette  Sandene,  China  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)  690-0133 
E-mail:  sandene@fas.usda.gov 
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1999/2000  WORLD  COARSE  GRAIN  PRODUCTION  LOWEST  SINCE  1995/96 


World  coarse  grain  (corn,  barley,  oats, 
sorghum,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grains) 
production  for  1999/2000  is  forecast  at  862.8 
million  tons,  down  23.9  million  from  last  year. 
This  would  be  the  smallest  crops  since  802.8 
million  tons  were  produced  in  1995/96. 
Harvested  area  and  yield  are  forecast  to 
decline  from  last  season  to  301.0  million 
hectares  and  2.87  tons  per  hectare, 
respectively.  The  United  States  is  the  world’s 
largest  producer  of  coarse  grains  and  is 
estimated  to  produce  261.8  million  tons  this 
year  or  about  30  percent  of  the  global  coarse 
grain  output.  World  com  production  is 
forecast  at  591.8  million  tons,  down  two 
percent  from  last  season’s  record  level  based 
on  reduced  yield.  Barley,  oats,  rye,  and 
sorghum  production  are  all  forecast  lower  than 
1998/99.  World  barley  production  is  forecast 
at  its  lowest  level  since  1970/71  at  127.7 
million  tons  and  world  oats  production  is 
forecast  at  the  lowest  level  on  record  at  24.9 
million  mainly  due  to  smaller  area.  World 
sorghum  and  rye  production  are  slightly  below 
last  season  at  20.3  million  tons  and  59.7 
million,  respectively.  Below  is  an  analysis  of 
com,  barley,  and  oats  production  prospects. 

Corn:  World  corn  production  for  1999/2000 
is  forecast  at  a  near  record  591 .8  million  tons, 
down  11.0  million  from  last  year’s  record 
level;  however,  it  virtually  matches  the  second 
largest  crop.  Output  has  been  trending  higher 
in  recent  years  due  to  increases  in  both  area 
and  yield.  World  com  area  is  estimated  at  the 
second  highest  on  record  at  138.7  million 
hectares,  up  marginally  from  last  year,  but 
down  2.3  million  from  the  1996/97  record  of 
141 .0  million.  World  com  yield  is  forecast  at 
4.27  tons  per  hectare,  down  slightly  from  last 


season’s  record  level.  In  the  United  States, 
corn  output  is  estimated  at  238.3  million  tons, 
down  9.7  million  from  1998/99  due  to  a 
decrease  in  the  projected  harvested  area  and 
yield.  (For  the  1999/2000  season,  the  United 
States  corn  production  represents  40  percent 
of  world  corn  production  and  63  percent  of 
global  corn  exports).  Yield  is  down  2  percent 
from  last  season  at  8.30  tons  per  hectare.  If 
realized,  production  would  be  the  fourth 
largest,  while  yield  would  be  the  third  highest 
on  record.  After  a  wet  start,  com  planting 
progressed  rapidly  in  early-  May,  in  fact,  Iowa 
and  Illinois  planted  half  their  corn  in  one  week. 
Generally,  favorable  weather  prevailed  across 
the  Corn  Belt;  however,  hot,  dry  July  weather 
temporarily  deteriorated  crop  conditions, 
especially  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
Midwest. 

In  the  EU-15,  corn  production  is  estimated  at 
35.8  million  tons,  up  1.3  million  from  last 
season,  but  below  the  1997/98  record  level  of 
38.5  million.  Yield  is  estimated  at  8.79  tons 
per  hectare,  up  4  percent  from  last  year  and 
the  second  highest  on  record.  Harvested  area 
is  virtually  unchanged  from  last  year  at  4.1 
million  hectares.  In  France,  unseasonably 
warm,  dry  weather  limited  moisture  for  the 
corn  crop  --  production  is  estimated  at  14.7 
million  tons.  In  Italy,  favorable  weather  has 
boosted  yield  prospects  to  a  record  of  10.00 
tons  per  hectare  with  production  pegged  at 
10.0  million  tons. 

In  China,  corn  production  is  estimated  at 
125.0  million  tons,  down  8.0  million  from  last 
season  record  level.  Area  is  estimated 
marginally  below  last  year’s  record  at  25.1 
million  hectares.  Favorable  early-season 
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moisture  gave  way  to  dry  weather  across 
Shandong,  southern  Hubei,  and  northern 
Henan.  However,  yield  continues  to  be  strong 
at  4.98  tons  per  hectare  due  to  supplemental 
irrigation,  increased  use  of  high  yielding 
varieties,  and  favorable  weather  in  the 
Northeast.  In  South  Africa,  corn  production 
typically  reflects  the  extreme  variability  in 
rainfall  and  temperature.  Com  sowing  begins 
in  late-October  and  can  extend  into  mid- 
January.  For  the  1999/2000  season, 
production  is  forecast  at  an  average  level  of 
8.0  million  tons,  up  0.9  million  from  last 
season.  Area  is  forecast  stable  at  3.0  million 
hectares. 

In  Argentina,  production  is  forecast  at  15.5 
million  tons,  up  2.0  million  from  1998/99. 
Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  3.1  million 
hectares,  up  22  percent  from  last  year’s 
reduced  level.  Yield  is  projected  at  5.00  tons 
per  hectare,  down  from  the  record  6.10  tons  of 
1997/98  based  on  normal  weather  and  less 
fertilizer  usage.  The  crop  will  be  planted 
starting  in  October. 

In  Eastern  Europe,  corn  production  is 
estimated  at  25.6  million  tons,  up  slightly  from 
last  year.  Increases  in  production  for  Romania 
and  Hungary  more  than  offset  a  decrease  in 
the  former  Yugoslavia.  Generally,  favorable 
weather  benefitted  com  yield  potential  this 
season.  Romania’s  corn  output  is  estimated  at 
9.0  million  tons,  up  0.5  million  tons  from  last 
year;  Hungary,  6.7  million  tons,  up  0.7  million 
from  last  season;  the  former  Yugoslavia,  7.0 
million  tons,  down  1.2  million  tons  from 
1998/99,  mainly  due  to  a  reduction  in  area. 

In  Mexico,  corn  production  is  estimated  at  a 
record  19.0  million  tons,  up  1.2  million  from 
last  season.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  8.2 


million  hectares,  up  0.3  million  from  1998/99. 
A  normal  start  of  the  summer  monsoon 
favored  crop  development  and  partially 
replenished  low  reservoir  levels,  needed  for 
irrigating  the  second  com  crop.  Yield  is 
estimated  at  2.32  tons  per  hectare,  up  3 
percent  from  last  season,  but  marginally  below 
the  1997/98  record  of  2.35  tons. 

Bariev:  World  barley  production  for 

1999/2000  is  estimated  at  127.7  million  tons, 
down  9.3  million  from  last  season  and  the 
lowest  since  119.8  million  was  produced  in 
1 970/7 1 .  Harvested  area  is  estimated  to  fall  to 
55.8  million  hectares,  down  5.3  million  from 
last  season  and  the  lowest  on  record 
(1960/61).  Yield  is  estimated  at  2.29  tons  per 
hectare,  slightly  above  last  year  and  below  the 
record  2.46  tons  in  1990/91. 

In  the  United  States,  barley  output  is  down  20 
percent  from  1998/99  at  6.2  million  tons. 
Harvested  area  declined  to  an  estimated  2.0 
million  hectares,  the  smallest  harvested  since 
records  were  kept.  Low  prices  for  feed  barley 
has  caused  farmers  to  switch  to  other  crops  or 
idle  their  land.  Yield  is  estimated  at  3. 15  tons 
per  hectare,  down  2  percent  from  last  season, 
but  near  the  5-year  average. 

In  the  FSU-12,  barley  output  has  fallen  from 
50.0  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated 
20.7  million  in  1999/2000.  Poor  weather  and 
continued  economic  troubles  have  plagued  the 
crop  again  this  season.  Harvested  area  is 
estimated  at  16.5  million  hectares,  down  1.6 
million  from  last  year  due  to  decreases  in 
Russia  and  Kazakhstan.  Yield  is  estimated  at 
1.25  tons  per  hectare,  up  16  percent  from  last 
season,  but  down  12  percent  from  the  5-year 
average.  In  Russia,  production  rose  1.7 
million  tons  this  year  to  an  estimated  11.5 
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million  tons  as  an  increase  in  yield  more  than 
offset  a  decrease  in  area.  Although  output  is 
higher  year-to-year,  production  is  still  36 
percent  below  the  5-year  average. 
Unfavorable  hot,  dry  weather  in  the  Volga 
Valley  and  surrounding  regions  caused  spring 
barley  production  to  fall.  Normally,  about  half 
the  barley  crop  is  grown  in  the  spring.  In 
Ukraine,  production  is  estimated  at  6.0  million 
tons,  up  slightly  from  last  year’s  poor  crop. 
Nearly  all  barley  grown  in  Ukraine  is  spring 
barley.  Below-normal  precipitation  and  hot 
weather  in  the  eastern  and  southern  areas 
stressed  barley  and  limited  yield  to  1.71  tons 
per  hectare.  In  Kazakhstan,  production 
dropped  from  8.5  million  tons  to  0.8  million 
during  the  1990/91  to  1999/2000  period. 
Production  is  down  this  season  due  to  a 
further  reduction  in  area  as  demand  for  barley 
continues  to  falter. 

In  Canada,  production  is  estimated  at  12.7 
million  tons,  unchanged  from  last  year. 
Weaker  feed  barley  prices  relative  to  other 
crops  and  wet  planting  conditions  caused  area 
to  remain  at  a  lower  level.  Although  a  wet 
spring  delayed  planting,  cool  and  wet  summer 
weather  aided  crop  growth  and  boosted  yield 
potential  to  3.10  tons  per  hectare,  the  third 
largest  on  record. 

In  the  EU-15,  production  is  estimated  at  48.6 
million  tons,  down  3.5  million  from  1998/99, 
while  area  declined  5  percent  from  last  season 
to  an  estimated  10. 8  million  hectares.  Drought 
in  Spain  and  variable  weather  in  France 
reduced  production  prospects,  but  German 
barley  output  is  projected  higher  than  last 
season. 

In  Australia,  production  is  estimated  at  4.7 
million  tons,  down  0.7  million  from  last  year. 


A  relatively  poor  outlook  for  barley  prices 
caused  producers  to  reduce  area  to  2.5  million 
hectares,  down  0.5  million  from  1998/99.  This 
would  be  the  lowest  area  in  5  years.  Although 
there  have  been  dry  pockets,  generally 
favorable  weather  has  benefitted  the  crop  and 
yield  potential  is  estimated  near  an  average  of 
1.88  tons  per  hectare. 

Oats:  World  oat  production  for  1 999/2000  is 
estimated  at  24.9  million  tons,  down  0.9 
million  from  last  year  and  the  lowest  on 
record.  As  world  demand  for  oats  declines, 
area  reaches  a  record  low  estimate  of  14.3 
million  hectares.  Yield  is  up  slightly  this 
season  at  1.74  tons  per  hectare. 

In  the  United  States,  production  is  estimated  at 

2.4  million  tons,  the  third  lowest  on  record. 
Continuing  the  long  term  trend,  farmers  may 
reap  one  of  their  smallest  oat  areas  on  record 
at  1.1  million  hectares.  Yield  is  estimated  at 
an  above-average  2.21  tons  per  hectare. 

In  the  FSU-12,  oat  production  is  estimated  at 

6.1  million  tons,  virtually  unchanged  from 
1998/99.  Area  has  declined  steadily  from 

10.4  million  hectares  to  5.5  million  from 
1990/91  -  1999/2000.  Russia,  the  FSU's 
primary  producer  of  oats,  is  estimated  to 
produce  4.5  million  tons  in  1999/2000,  nearly 
matching  last  year  and  down  7.8  million  from 
1990/91.  Unfavorable  weather  throughout 
most  of  the  growing  season  again  this  year  has 
kept  yield  low  at  1.00  tons  per  hectare. 

In  the  EU-15,  oat  production  is  estimated  at 

6.2  million  tons,  nearly  unchanged  from 
1998/99.  Area  is  estimated  at  1.8  million 
hectares,  the  lowest  level  on  record.  The 
reduction  in  area  is  due  to  agricultural  policy 
reform  and  a  continued  slide  in  demand.  With 
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the  exception  of  Finland  where  unseasonable 
dry  weather  reduced  the  crop,  favorable 
weather  across  the  EU-15  lifted  yields  above 
last  season’s  level  to  3.38  tons  per  hectare. 

In  Canada,  oat  production  is  estimated  at  3.6 
million  tons,  down  0.4  million  from  last  year 
due  to  a  decline  in  area.  High  carryin  stocks 
and  lower  prices  dampened  producers 
incentive  to  plant  oats.  Yield  is  estimated  at  a 
near  average  yield  of  2.48  tons  per  hectare  as 
the  weather  was  cool  and  wet  this  season. 


Timothy  Rocke,  Foreign  Grains  Production 
Chair 

Telephone:  (202)  720-1572 
E-mail:  rocke@fas.usda.gov 

Maria  Anulacion,  Argentina  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)  690-0138 
E-mail:  anulacion@fas.usda.gov 
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Bryan  Purcell,  East  European  Analyst 
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Mark  Lindeman,  FSU  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)  690-0143 
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Ron  White,  Mexico  Analyst 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
1400  INDEPENDENCE  AVENUE,  SW 
WASHINGTON,  DC  20250-1004 


For  questions  concerning  your  subscription  or  change  of  address, 
PRINT  OR  TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  code  and  return  this 
sheet  to: 

U  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
TECHNOLOGY  ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
SPRINGFIELD,  VA  22161 

For  questions  or  concerns  on  the  data  included  in  this  publication, 
contact  us  at  the  address  shown  above. 


Summaries  and  selected  tables  from  many  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
world  market  and  trade  reports  are  available  electronically.  The  reports 
include  U.S.  Export  Sales  (available  electronically  after  8:30  a.m.  on 
release  day);  Grain:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Oilseeds:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  Cotton:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Tobacco:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  World  Agricultural  Production;  the  early  release  version  of 
World  Horticultural  Products  and  U.S.  Export  Opportunities;  and  Tropical  Products:  World  Markets 
and  Trade  (all  available  electronically  after  3:00  p.m.  Washington  DC  time  on  release  day)  as  well 
as  Sugar:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Livestock  and  Poultry:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Dairy:  World 
Markets  and  Trade,  and  U.S.  Planting  Seed  Trade  (available  within  a  week  after  release.) 

You  can  read  the  reports  on  the  FAS  home  page  (http://www.fas.usda.gov).  The  reports  remain 
“current”  until  the  succeeding  issue  is  available.  Older  issues  are  available  in  the  archives  section 
of  the  home  page.  We  also  make  selected  cover  articles  and  graphics  available  from  these 
publications,  in  a  separate  section  of  the  site.  Reports  are  also  available  from  the  Economic  Bulletin 
Board  at  Stat-USA,  on  the  same  schedule.  For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Stat-USA  at 
(202)  482-1986  (Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30  p.m.  Washington,  DC  time.) 

For  more  information  on  the  FAS  home  page,  contact  Glenn  Kaup,  tel.  (202)  720-3329;  fax.  (202) 
720-3229;  or  via  e-mail  kaup@fas.usda.gov 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its  programs  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  gender, 
religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  sexual  orientation,  and  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.) 
Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.) 
should  contact  USDA 's  TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W,  Whitten  Building,  14th  and  Independence 
Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250-9410  or  call  (202)  720-5964  (voice  or  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  opportunity  provider  and 

employer.  ” 


